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chickens and other farm ani-
mals, “there are people who
swarm his booth to see what he
has.”

Seven times, he’s landed a
spot in the prestigious “Birds in
Art” show at Wausau'’s Leigh
Yawkey Woodson Art Museum,
a showcase of some of the
world’s finest wildlife artists.
Cameron’s pieces have been
featured in magazines and two
works are included in the 1997
“Atlas of North American Birds
— Owls.”

“It’s hard to believe I've done
owls for — this is my 41st
year,” he says. “I never have
tired of the bird.”

A self-taught artist, Cameron,
64, is a warm and welcoming
man with an easy laugh. He
never planned to become Owl-
man. Growing up in southern
Wisconsin, he helped his father
with his farm and house-
building business.

He came to Madison to
major in pre-med at the UW,
but with a weak high school
background in chemistry, it
didn’t work out. Two years
later, he transferred to the Wis-
consin Institute of Mortuary
Science in Milwaukee, and got
his only formal art training:
“We had to sculpt a life-size
head and get all the propor-
tions right.”

Cameron returned to Madi-
son and worked at a couple of
funeral homes, but the pay was
poor and the hours grueling. “I
really, absolutely enjoyed the
work,” he says. “I enjoyed
working with people — every
aspect of it except for (being on
call) 24 hours a day, seven days
a week.”

Still in his 20s, Cameron
scraped together some savings
and opened the Double C Ce-
ramic Shop on South Park
Street. He ran the business
from 1965 to 1974 and “it really
became very successful,” he
says.

By then he was working in
clay himself and marketed his
wares — including a handful of
ceramic owls — at summer
shows. A freelance writer and
photographer approached him
at the Wilhelm Tell Festival art
show in New Glarus, and soon
a feature on Cameron’s owls hit
the wires.

Suddenly, people at art fairs
would point and say, “ ‘There’s
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While owls are Clarence Cameron's artistic obsession, at home he dotes on two pet parrots, including
Chica, above, who can whistle part of Beethoven’s 5th.

EYEING OWLS

Remarkably engineered to suit their environment, nocturnal owls
have amazing hearing and layered feathers that allow them totally
silent flight, all the better to catch their prey.

Owls have superb night vision and the most forward-facing eyes of
all birds, giving them stereoscopic vision. (They have to turn their
heads to see but, contrary to myth, can’t swivel them 360 degrees.)

In part, it might be owls’ eyes — large, round and seemingly pen-
etrating — that have made the animal a symbol with wildly different

meanings across cultures.

“There’s this subconscious human thing,” says Clarence Cameron.
“Some people see (owls) as good luck. Some see them as bad luck,

an evil omen.”

In western culture, the owl often symbolizes wisdom, thanks to its
association with Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom, war and the
arts. A new generation knows the bird as a benevolent helper and
conveyor of the post, thanks indeed to Harry Potter.

the man with the owls!” ” Cam-
eron recalls with a laugh. “They
bought my owls and they
didn’t buy anything else. At the
time, I was struggling to make a
living and I thought, ‘Well, this
is all right. I'll just make more
owls.” And it just gradually grew
and grew.”

That purely commercial de-
cision “all kind of changed,” he
says, “when I got into soap-
stone.”

After 24 years working in
clay, Cameron was approach-
ing burnout when a bird-carver
friend suggested a new mater-
ial. “With soapstone, I really felt
I found myself,” he recalls. “Life
kind of slowed down. Now it’s
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just the joy of carving and find-
ing the owl in the stone.”

He’s also worked in pewter
and bronze — again, totally dif-
ferent mediums “that require a
radically different mindset,”
says John Michael Linck, a
Madison toymaker and long-
time friend. “Clarence is a risk-
taker. He pushes in new direc-
tions every few years.”

Wearing those big spectacles,
his jet-black hair in a ponytail,
Cameron sits at a table in his
basement workshop, carving
his owls in his lap. He starts
with a jagged chunk of soap-
stone, using a rasp to whittle
the stone down to its most
basic shape.
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Raw soapstone, or hydrous
magnesium silicate, is exceed-
ingly soft. Commonly known as
talc, soapstone is named for the
fact “that it is as slippery as
soap when wet,” Cameron says.
He gently carves it using files,
his father’s old pocket knife
and dental tools, then polishes
it with fine steel wool to see
colors and patterns emerge.

Over the years, Cameron has
studied owl behavior, increas-
ingly taking more artistic li-
cense with his portraits. With
more than 200 species across
the globe, “owls take on lots of
different characteristics,” he
says. “Most of the time, mine
are fairly abstract. People come
up and say, ‘Is this a great-
horned owl?” and I say, ‘Well it
could be, but it could be a
long-eared owl, or a screech
owl,” or whatever.”

In the Bay Creek home he
shares with Bob Lockhart, his
partner of 44 years, Cameron
dotes on pet parrots Chica, a
Mexican Redheaded Amazon
who can mimic the sound of a
Game Boy and whistle part of
Beethoven'’s 5th, and Groucho,
a Congo African Grey.

But it’s the owls that pay the
rent. Cameron has customers
around the world, many of
whom have become friends.

“When you buy an owl from
Clarence,” says fellow artist
Linck, “you don’t just pick it up
on a shelf at Marshall Field’s.
Part of that owl is the person
who made it.”
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“One of the best
rock scores ever
produced. This is
an angry, difficult,
demanding, and
rewarding show”
Time.
“Worth seeing.”
N.Y. Post
Music by
Benny Andersson
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It’s Never Just Black and White Lyrics by
Chess is a rock opera that played to full Tim Rice

Broadway houses and standing ovations.
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Here the ancient game becomes a metaphor ased on an idea by

for  romantic rivalries, competitive Tim Rice
gamesmanship, and super power politics. Book by
The pawns in this drama form a love triangle: ~ Richard Nelson

the American chess star, the earnest Russian
champion and a Hungarian American female
assistant who arrives at the chess match with
the American but falls for the Russian.
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MADISON AREA TECHICAL COLLEGE

Broadway Production

Presented by
The Shubert
Organization,

3 Knights Ltd.

and Robert Foc Ltd
Directed by
Trevor Nunn

UNIVERSITY THEATRE
2005-06 sSeasON

PRIDE &
PREJUDI

ADAPTED FOR THE STAGE /h
BY JAMES MAXWELL ; =

-

MITCHELL THEATRE

FEBRUARY 24, 25,
MARCH 2-4 AND 9-11

GENERAL PuBLIC: $16
UW STUDENT: $12

FOR ALL TICKET AND
PARKING INFORMATION

CALL THE VILAS HALL
Box OFFICE AT

262-1500
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Easy Money Slot
Tournaments

Your chance to win some EASY cash! Every
Tuesday in February. All you need to do to register is use your
Rewards Club card in any slot machine from 4pm to 9pm. Random
Picks will be done every hour.You could be one of sixty participants

to play in our six sessions each week.
First Place: $150 Second Place: $100 Third Place: $75

Fourth Place: $50 Fifth Place: Free Buffet

(Once Rewards Play is installed and initiated, Rewards Play Cash will be used to pay out the Slot Tournaments.)

Precious Metals are
at an all-time high
March Ist-April 29th

We're holding hourly drawings every

95.

Seafood Extravaganza
Wednesday Nights
$19.95 Seafood Buffet for

those with a Players Card.
All others $24.95.
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SENIOR DAY SLOT TOURNAMENTS

Senior 50+ stop in on Mondays to see if you
can win some fast cash in our Senior Day Slot
Tournaments. You could be one of 10 lucky
contestants at |0am, | lam, Noon, |pm, 2pm,
and 3pm who will compete for fast cash!

Wednesday and Saturday night beginning
March |st and going through April 26th
for gold coins! From 8pm to 10pm a total
of $5,000 will be given away nightly. Then
on Saturday, April 29th we will be giving
away the big prizes - a total of $15,000 to
3 lucky winners. But you've got to play to
win, so come in and play today!

Please see Guest Services for official
rules and full promotional details.

OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY
14 Hwy. 12 « Baraboo, Wl * 1-800-746-2486
-ho-chunk.com
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Must be at least 2| years old to enter a show and play in the casino. Must be at least |8 years old to play Bingo. All
winners must have a Social Security card and picture I.D. Must be present to win. Employees and their spouses are
not eligible for marketing or promotional giveaways. Prize winner responsible for all applicable taxes, title, and regis-
tration fees. No refund on ticket sales. The Ho-Chunk Nation gaming entities reserve the right to cancel or alter pro-
motions at any time. See Guest Services for detailed information on promotions and hotel room packages.



